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There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• For example, we need to learn to get along with 

people, because without that skill, almost anything we 

do in life will be difficult if not impossible.

• We need to learn to care for our basic health needs. In 

most cases, no one’s going to do that for us. More and 

more, we need to know some of the basics of how to 

use a computer, because we need that skill in school, in 

the workplace, and beyond.



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• There’s another skill I want to focus on this morning, 

one we don’t always think of as a needed skill. 

• When we’re thinking about how and why some things 

happen in life, a critical skill to develop is to learn to 

connect the dots correctly.



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• We saw what happened in the video when we do not 

connect the dots correctly

• Once you do, you begin to understand how things fit 

together, cause and effect, relationships between 

events in your life.

• Jeremiah 29:13 NIV You will seek me and find me when 

you seek me with all your heart.



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• Jesus’ interaction with the disciples in Mark 6 is all 

about connecting the dots

 Jesus heals a demon possessed man – a dot appears 

in their minds

 Jesus heals a sick woman and raises a dead girl –

another dot



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• Jesus’ interaction with the disciples in Mark 6 is all 

about connecting the dots

 Jesus sends out the 12 with authority to heal sick 

and broken, cast out demons, proclaim the message 

of Jesus – another dot

 Jesus feeds 10,000 people with just 5 small rolls and 

2 fish – another dot



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• We have the entire scripture in our hands and 2,000 

years of great minds to help us understand, so give the 

disciples some understanding here because they were 

not connecting the dots correctly



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• Mark 6:52 NLT They were totally amazed, for they still 

didn’t understand the significance of the miracle of the 

loaves. Their hearts were too hard to take it in.

 Too hard hearts does not mean they were mean, 

cruel or unkind

 It means their reasoning and emotions remained 

hardened against – resistant to – development



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• We might say they were “thick headed”

 Resistant to the Word of God’s direction in our lives 

and thoughts

 Resistant to the leadership of the Holy Spirit



There are a lot of skills we need in life to cope with the 

realities of our daily existence. 

• The idea is they have reached maximum capacity 

without their master leading them through a tough 

time to learn something valuable about themselves 

and him

 And their master loves them enough to move them 

through it

• Mark 6:45-52 NIV



Sometimes, the storms awaiting on land are worse than 

the storm at sea – Mark 6:45-46

• There as a great need to get the disciples out of the 

area quick because the storm on land would be worse 

than the storm at sea

• John 6:14-15 NLT 14 When the people saw him do this 

miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the 

Prophet we have been expecting!” 15 When Jesus saw 

that they were ready to force him to be their king, he 

slipped away into the hills by himself.



Sometimes, the storms awaiting on land are worse than 

the storm at sea – Mark 6:45-46

• You see the words “immediately" and “Jesus made”

 Immediately carries the idea of urgent, pressing

 Made = To force, necessary, authoritative command

• Jesus then went up on a mountain, prayed for his 

disciples and kept close watch over them



Sometimes, the storms awaiting on land are worse than 

the storm at sea – Mark 6:45-46

• There are times when you have done all you can and 

the only options left are praying and watching

• There was something only experience can teach these 

men if they are to develop into apostles to lead the 

early church



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• The Sea of Galilee is 686 feet below sea level between 

the Arabian Desert and the Mediterranean Sea

• Winds frequently whip down the gorge and churn the 

sea into a choppy nightmare for small boats

• Even today, warnings are given against going out in 

these with a motorized boat, much less with a human 

oared boat



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• This was not just winds, but a storm of massive 

proportion with everything you expect from it

• About the fourth watch is between 3:00 to 6:00 in the 

morning

• This means the rowed diagonally against the wind and 

waves for nearly twelve hours



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• Where were the disciples?

 In the middle of their storm event

• Where was Jesus?

 Active in their storm event through His prayers and 

watchfulness



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• Hebrews 7:23-25 NLT 23 There were many priests 

under the old system, for death prevented them from 

remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives forever, 

his priesthood lasts forever. 25 Therefore he is able, 

once and forever, to save those who come to God 

through him. He lives forever to intercede with God on 

their behalf.



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• Why didn’t Jesus just calm the storm from the 

mountain?

 The disciples needed to connect the dots about who 

He really was

 They needed to know they could completely and 

totally trust His character, word and His will



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• Don’t miss this, they were in this event because Jesus 

forced them into it, not to be mean or mearly bring 

pain, but to soften their hardened hearts

 Don’t miss this, they were in this event because 

Jesus loved them



Sometimes, there are godly storms that God wills or 

allows in our lives, but we are never out of His sight –

Mark 6:47-48

• Notice, when they had completely spent their strength, 

hopes, will – Jesus went to them

• In the middle of the sea, in a horrible squall, without 

any trouble

• Connect the dots about this in your life this morning



What Jesus intended as reassurance; the disciples 

perceived in terror – Mark 6:49-50

• Since Jesus was not physically with them, they did not 

consider asking to Him for help

• Jesus’ intent was for them to see Him coming to them 

miraculously and reach out to Him in faith



What Jesus intended as reassurance; the disciples 

perceived in terror – Mark 6:49-50

• They perceived a “ghost” that might look somewhat 

familiar

 Ghost was not a sense of a disembodied spirit of a 

dead person

 For sailors, this was a sign to death on the water

 A visual manifestation of God’s supernatural 

presence



What Jesus intended as reassurance; the disciples 

perceived in terror – Mark 6:49-50

• A visual manifestation of God’s supernatural presence

 God did this at times in the Old Testament to allow 

His people to catch a glimpse of His presence, His 

glory

 Fire by day, Cloud by night

• This drove them to screaming terror



What Jesus intended as reassurance; the disciples 

perceived in terror – Mark 6:49-50

• Jesus doesn’t just keep on walking because of their lack 

of faith

 Notice the word “immediately” again in vs. 50

 “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” – Nothing has 

changed at this point

 Be firm or resolute in the face of danger or adverse 

circumstances



What Jesus intended as reassurance; the disciples 

perceived in terror – Mark 6:49-50

• It’s the kind of encouragement a commander on a 

battlefield would shout to his men so they would stand 

their ground and not be tempted to retreat

• But why?

 Literally – “Be courageous. I am. Don’t fear.”

 I am is here you do not have to fear any longer

• Be courageous in Jesus



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• When Jesus stepped off the waves, over the side of the 

boat, and onto the deck, nature’s fury dissipated like a 

vapor

• The storm ceased, the winds died down and the 

whitecaps melted into ripples as the boat righted itself 

and obeyed the till



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• Again, the authority of Jesus came to the rescue of the 

inadequacy of humans, turning their impossible 

situation into His magnificent opportunity to teach 

them



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• They were completely amazed

 Amazed – Literally “to place out of position” or 

having nothing in life to compare it to

 Astonished, bewildered, to be out of one’s mind, to 

be beside oneself



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• They had seen Jesus do so many miracles why would 

this astonish them?

 They never connected the dots that would have 

enlightened them on who Jesus really was



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• They had seen Jesus do so many miracles why would 

this astonish them?

• John 1:14 NLT So the Word became human and made 

his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 

faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of 

the Father’s one and only Son.



The presence of Jesus in their boat brought an instant 

calm to their storm – Mark 6:51-52

• The disciples saw the glory of the Father’s one and only 

Son

• Let’s not be too hard on the disciples, you are not in 

their boat

• I hope you have your storms where you can see the 

glory of the Father’s one and only Son



Summary

• I know that having faith is often made fun of by 

unbelievers as blindly embracing things that are 

contrary to reason simple because they make us feel 

better

• Faith is often contrasted with reason, religion with 

science, belief with facts



Summary

• This is not how the Bible portrays faith

• Chuck Swindoll, “Believers can have assurance of hope 

and certainty of the invisible dimensions of life because 

of the supreme, proven trustworthiness of the object 

of our faith: God Almighty.”

• Our faith – or trust – in something that has proven 

itself trustworthy allows us to move beyond what we 

see in order to experience what cannot yet be seen



Summary

• Throughout our Lord’s ministry, He proved Himself 

trustworthy to the disciples

• Time and time again, they saw their Master turn 

impossible situations into divine victories

• They also learned they were powerless apart from His 

delegated authority or power



Summary

• He used these experiences to help them cultivate an 

abiding trust in Him, not in perfection, but in consistent 

spiritual growth

• But it didn’t happen, until they began to connect the 

dots



CONNECTING THE DOTSCONNECTING THE DOTSCONNECTING THE DOTSCONNECTING THE DOTS

Mark 6:45-52


