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Romans 11:34 NIV “Who has known the mind of the 

Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”

• Paul had one of the greatest minds of Christendom

• Philippians 3:5-6 NIV 5 circumcised on the eighth 

day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 

Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 

righteousness based on the law, faultless.



Paul had one of the greatest minds of Christendom

• 2nd Corinthians 12:2-4 NIV 2 I know a man in Christ 

who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 

heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the 

body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I know that 

this man—whether in the body or apart from the 

body I do not know, but God knows— 4 was caught 

up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things 

that no one is permitted to tell.



Paul had one of the greatest minds of Christendom

• 2nd Peter 3:16 NIV His letters contain some things 

that are hard to understand

• So it is this Paul telling us, “Who has known the mind 

of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?”



Paul had one of the greatest minds of Christendom

• Isaiah 40:13-14 NIV Who can fathom the Spirit of the 

Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 14 Whom 

did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who 

taught him the right way? Who was it that taught 

him knowledge, or showed him the path of 

understanding? 

 Fathom – to understand (a difficult problem or an 

enigmatic person) after much thought.



Hear what they both are saying, “God is infinite, all-

knowing, all-powerful, all-present and we as finite 

creations are not.”

• There are some things about God, His Ways and even 

His Word we will never fully understand as severely 

limited creations

• We just accept it as truth and rest in it



Genesis 1:1 NIV In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.

• MSG First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—

all you see, all you don’t see.

• This verse doesn’t tell us how God created

• Doesn’t tell us how something comes from nothing

• God could never explain it for our finite minds to 

grasp so He just declares, “This is what happened.”



The Bible clearly states that we are responsible for 

receiving Christ as Savior

• Romans 10:9-10 NIV If you declare with your mouth, 

“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it 

is with your heart that you believe and are justified, 

and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith 

and are saved.

• Romans 10:13 NIV For, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.”



But the Bible also states that God is active in our 

salvation

• John 6:44 NIV “No one can come to me unless the 

Father who sent me draws them.”

• Ephesians 1:4-5 NIV 4 For he chose us in him before 

the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 

his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to 

sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will



I do not believe they were given to us to fully 

understand all about God’s sovereignty and our self 

will

• I believe these verses were given to Christians

• Not so they could understand everything about their 

salvation

• But so they can be confident in who God is and who 

we are within Him



• Romans 8:28-30 NIV 28 And we know that in all 

things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose.

• 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 

the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 

And those he predestined, he also called; those he 

called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 

glorified.



We must remember the Bible was written and given to 

believers

• They were not written to theologians but to those 

who were common, ordinary believers who were 

struggling

• Paul wrote them to give believers confidence here in 

the messy middle of life



We must remember the Bible was written and given to 

believers

• Romans 8:28 NIV And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him

• A wonderful promise we claim throughout our lives, 

but how do we really know it is true?

• What foundation does this truth rest upon?



Because God has fore-loved us

• Vs. 29 For those God foreknew

• The sort of “knowing” Paul intends in this passage is 

not merely intellectual knowledge, but rather an 

intimate affection



Because God has fore-loved us

• Romans 11:2 NIV God did not reject his people, 

whom he foreknew.

• Paul is not saying God intellectually knew about the 

nation of Israel as opposed to all other people groups

• Paul is rather saying God loved these people ahead 

of time



Because God has fore-loved us

• There were some in this foreknown group that reject 

God’s love for them – Saul, Judas, Jewish leaders at 

time of Jesus

• There were also individuals that were outside of the 

foreknown group who chose to receive God’s love for 

them – Rahab, Ruth



Because God has fore-loved us

• These scriptures are telling us about a class of people 

who kept covenant with Him

• They chose to place themselves under the authority 

of God and kept His Word, through faith

• Individuals can choose to either align themselves 

with that class of fore-loved people or not



Because God has fore-loved us

• The same thing is going on in Romans 8:29, God’s 

intimate affection is set ahead of time on the class of 

people who chose to be in covenant with Him

• Paul gives us the why in Romans 8:1 NIV Therefore, 

there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus



Because God has fore-loved us

• God in His omniscience (all knowing), knew in 

advance those who would respond to His call to 

accept Christ Jesus as their personal Savior

• John 14:6 NIV Jesus answered, “I am the way and the 

truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.

• Remember Paul is speaking to Christians about why 

God will cause all things to work for good



Because God has fore-loved us

• The first foundation building block is God the Father 

chose to love use before creation was here

 Before you had done any good or bad

 It is all God and all Grace

 Oh, what a comfort it can be here in the mess 

middle to know God has chosen to love me here, 

regardless how I got here because of Jesus



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• Vs. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined

to be conformed to the image of his Son

• What is predestined is not who will be in or out, but 

what will happen to all who are in

• God predestines the consequences of the choice to 

be in Christ or not



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• Those who are in Christ Jesus will eventually be 

conformed to the image of Jesus Christ and glorified 

(vs. 30)

• Conform - to act in accord with the prevailing 

standards, attitudes, practices, etc.



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• Notice the verse does not say, “God will try His best.”, 

“To those who don’t fight Him too much”, “To those 

who hold out to the end”

• God is going to conform every born-again child of 

God to become the reflection of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• 2nd Corinthians 3:18 NLT So all of us who have had 

that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the 

Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us 

more and more like him as we are changed into his 

glorious image.



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• And He is using the events of our lives, plus the 

power of His promises to conform our thoughts, 

desires and actions to line up with Jesus

• This is how we can know with surety that “all things 

God works for the good”



Because God has already decided what He will do with 

those He fore-loved, transformed then the image of 

His Son

• All of this God decided ahead of time how He would 

respond to those who are in covenant with Him 

through the work of Jesus Christ

• God does the changing and we do the yielding



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• But how will God do this?

• Paul state that God calls us

 Noticed the past tense, called, something that 

happened in the past that carries forward



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Paul state that God calls us

 John 10:27-28 NIV 27 My sheep listen to my voice; 

I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 

eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 

snatch them out of my hand.



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Paul state that God calls us

 Paul is saying God will be a shepherd in your life 

where you will never be alone and without His 

presence and guidance



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Paul state that God calls us

 We are called to kingdom of His Son whom He love

 We are called to follow Him

 We are called into His family

 We are called into an inheritance incorruptible

 We are called to be at peace with Him



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Paul then states God has already justified us

 Justified – declared free from guilt and accepted as 

righteous through Jesus Christ

 No sin that they have ever committed shall come 

against them to condemn them



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Paul then states God has already justified us

• The book is crossed out, the bond cancelled, the 

judgement vacated, the consequences reversed

• No longer dealt with as criminals, but owned and 

loved as friends and favorites



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Then we will ultimately be glorified

 Notice this is spoken as if it has already happened 

because of the certainty of it

 The eternal glorification of the fore-loved



Because God has called us, has justified us and will 

glorify us in Christ Jesus

• Then we will ultimately be glorified

• The power of corruption is broken, the guilt of sin 

removed, all that hinders is taken out of the way 

and nothing can come between the soul and glory

• God’s ultimate design of His love will be 

accomplished

• It is all God and all grace



Romans 8:28 NIV And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him

• I asked the question earlier, “What foundation does 

this promise rest upon?”

 It rests upon God’s unmerited love for us

 It rests upon God’s unlimited work in our lives

 It rests upon God knowing fully all the way to the 

end



Romans 8:28 NIV And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him

• I asked the question earlier, “What foundation does 

this promise rest upon?”

 It rests totally upon God and us choosing to be in 

covenant with Him and yielding to His work in our 

lives



Romans 8:28 NIV And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him

• These verses were given us not so we would have 

everything worked out as to why or how

• But, as Christians, our confidence in God would allow 

us to withstand everything this life can throw at us 

peacefully and yes joyfully

• Jesus was a man who depended entirely upon the 

Father throughout His whole life



Romans 8:28 NIV And we know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him

• So that His entire character was a perfect reflection 

and image of the Father

• In like manner we who were once dead in trespasses 

and sins have been predestined to become just like 

Christ in every essential characteristic

• Praise His holy name


