MATTHEW 4:12-17 – NOW WHAT?

Acts 1:3 NLT During the forty days after he suffered and
died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time,
and he proved to them in many ways that he was
actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom
of God.
• The conversation turned to the future—to the time
when Jesus would return to heaven and the disciples
would be left with orders to preach the gospel to the
ends of the earth

The conversation turned to the future
• It’s easy to imagine the excitement around the table
that day. “What do you want us to do, Lord? When
do we get started?
 Let’s draft a masterplan and hit the road
 James, you, and John get started on the mission
statement
 Peter, work out a 10-year strategy plan

The conversation turned to the future
• It’s easy to imagine the excitement around the table
that day. “What do you want us to do, Lord? When
do we get started?
 Matthew, you’re an accountant, aren’t you? Run
some numbers, let’s see how much money we’re
going to need
 We’ve got to get the ball rolling, “Times a wast’n”,
Lord, where do you want us to begin?

The conversation turned to the future
• Acts 1:4 NLT Once when he was eating with them, he
commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the
Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you
before.
 His answer is simple—and quite shocking to these
over-eager disciples, “Don’t do anything yet”

The conversation turned to the future
• When God wants to do a work in your life or the life
of His church, His first step is often to tell his people
to slow down and wait for him
• When the time comes, he’ll give them the signal to
move out

Matthew has done a great job presenting King Jesus
• Matthew presented Jesus’ pedigree
• Matthew took Jesus back to Egypt just like Israel and
we saw how God called Him out of Egypt
• John the Baptist presented Jesus as the “Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world.”
• Matthew told us of the testing Jesus had to endure
to ensure He was all He would claim to be
• Now what?

Jesus left the wilderness full of His Father’s love, voice
and mission in His heart and mind. Now what?
• Matthew 4:12-17 NIV 12 When Jesus heard that John
had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum,
which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and
Naphtali—

Jesus left the wilderness full of His Father’s love, voice
and mission in His heart and mind. Now what?
• Matthew 4:12-17 NIV 14 to fulfill what was said
through the prophet Isaiah: 15 “Land of Zebulun and
land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16 the people living
in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

There is about a year between verses 11 and 12
• He performed His first recorded miracle – water to
wine
• He taught in the synagogues around the area
• He made a trip to Jerusalem and cleared the temple
the first time and was rejected

There is about a year between verses 11 and 12
• He came back to Nazareth and presented himself as
the Messiah and they tried to stone Him
• Then he heard John had been put in prison and then
He moved
• What does this period, in between the verses, tell us
today?

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• Psalm 25:4-5 ESV Make me to know your ways, O
Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and
teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for
you I wait all the day long.”

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• David understood what he was writing about waiting on the Lord
 Anointed by Samuel to be King of Israel in late
teens with Saul still on the throne
 David continued to wait and tend his father’s
sheep

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time on
earth and work given them belonged to God and He
directed all aspects of it
• David understood what he was writing about - waiting
on the Lord
 He waited as he served King Saul
 He waited as he ran for his life from King Saul
 During this time David learned his time and work as
King belonged to God and He directed all aspects of it

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• When Jesus was revealed to John the Baptist, John
wanted to step aside and let Jesus take over
• Matthew 3:15 NIV Jesus replied, “Let it be so now;
it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• So, what did they do?
 They both continued proclaiming the same
message with John pointing people to Jesus

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens
 A time to be active, a time to wait or rest
 A time to plant, a time to harvest
 A time to live, a time to die

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• Something actually happens while nothing appears
to be happening when we are waiting on God
 Think of a seed planted and all that happens under
the soil
 God uses waiting to change us, to plant our roots
deep in Him and His Word

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• Psalms 90:12 NIV Teach us to number our days, that
we may gain a heart of wisdom.
 God reminds us that we are finite, but He is eternal
 God directs the course of history by His infinite
power and wisdom, not us

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• Psalms 90:12 NIV Teach us to number our days, that
we may gain a heart of wisdom.
 The choices we make during our brief stay on earth
have eternal consequences
 Those who have learned to number their days
spend them in pursuit of wisdom, goodness, and
the kingdom of God

Both Jesus and John the Baptist understood their time
on earth and work given them belonged to God and
He directed all aspects of it
• One way he helps us do this is to say, “Wait.” That
miserable, uncomfortable, sometimes painful state
of silence is one of God’s most powerful tools to set
us free.
• Lamentations 3:26 ESV “It is good that one should
wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.”

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• Why would Jesus have the Apostles wait?
 They needed something in their lives they
presently did not have
 The needed the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit to accomplish the plan God had for their lives

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• Why would God have Jesus wait?
 Jesus’ desire to bring the Kingdom of God to earth
was the flame that burned in His heart
o Remember the last temptation
 Luke 2:52 NLT And Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man.
 Hebrews 5:8 NLT Even though Jesus was God’s Son,
he learned obedience from the things he suffered.

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• Can you just imagine what Jesus would need to
humanly learn to be able to go to the cross?
 Jesus was able to withstand the Garden of
Gethsemane humanly because of what he had
learned

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• John 3:25-26 NIV 25 An argument developed
between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew
over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who
was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the
one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and
everyone is going to him.”

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• John 3:30 NIV He must become greater; I must
become less.”
• Waiting in the Lord does not mean we are dormant
• Once again, it looks like the seed is dormant when
there is all sort of activity beneath the soil
• Jesus continued to proclaim, teach in the
synagogues, seek the lost, grow and mature humanly
while waiting for the time when God said, “Now.”

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• Psalms 27:14 NLT Wait patiently for the Lord. Be
brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the
Lord.
 We must learn to wait patiently for/in the Lord
 How many of found themselves in difficult
situation simply because they pushed God’s
waiting time for them

Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with the wait
• Lamentations 3:25 ESV The Lord is good to those
who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him (while
waiting).

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• When God wants us to move forward His message
will be clear
• He is God and if He needs to get me His message, He
knows how to do it where I hear it clearly
• We may try to ignore it, talk ourselves out of it,
question it, but we know

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• Vs. 12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in
prison
 He stepped into John the Baptist sandals and move
the work of His Heavenly Father forward
 Not only was it God’s message but also His plan

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• Jesus moved to Capernaum – the most northern and
western part of Israel
 You would expect to move to a highly religious
center
 A place He could be seen easily and heard by vast
number of Israelites

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• Because of the conquests this area was a very mixed
population
 Areas of conservative Jewishness – Nazareth and
Capernaum, but also largely populated Gentile cities
 Judeans despised this area for their lack of
Jewishness and acceptance of Greek thinking

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• Different parts of this area despised other parts of it
• John 1:45-46 NIV 45 Philip found Nathanael and told
him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in
the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth!
Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael
asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• This is not how you would normally grow a business
or ministry
• God have given this area a promise over 700 years
earlier

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• Isaiah 9:1-2 NIV Nevertheless, there will be no more
gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 2 The people
walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• People and methods change, but the message
remains the same
• Vs 17 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”
• Matthew 10:7 NIV As you go, proclaim this message:
‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’

Jesus stepped into the sandals of John the Baptist and
continued God the Father’s message, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
• The Apostles stepped into Jesus’ sandals and
proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”
• And we must step in the Apostles sandals and also
proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

So, what can I be doing when I find myself in one of
God’s waiting periods?
• Watch with expectancy, but be prepared for
unexpected answers, Psalm 5:3
• Trust in the Lord, not in your own understanding,
Proverbs 3:5-6
• Resist fretting, refrain from anger, be still, and
choose patience, Psalm 37:7-8

So, what can I be doing when I find myself in one of
God’s waiting periods?
• See it as an opportunity to experience God’s
goodness, Psalm 27:13, Lamentations 3:25
• Remember the blessings yet to come, Isaiah 30:18
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