
TRUE PEACE



Peace Like A River

• Good morning. You must be my new jailor. I am Simon, 

most call me Peter

• Yes, I know I am scheduled to be crucified tomorrow

• I could not have sung this simple song of peace and joy 

earlier in my life

• I sing it today only because of the touch of the Master’s 

hand on my life



Jesus chose me to walk and learn from him

 Matthew 4:18-20 NIV, 18 As Jesus was walking beside 

the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a 

net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, 

follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish 

for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and 

followed him.



After walking with Jesus and seeing Him in action, I 

thought I had Him and what He would do all figured out

• Matthew 16:16-18 NIV, 16 Simon Peter answered, “You 

are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 

replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 

was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 

Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

Hades will not overcome it.”



After walking with Jesus and seeing Him in action, I 

thought I had Him and what He would do all figured out

• Did you hear what Jesus call me, “A rock that even the 

gates of hell will never overcome!”

• “Peter, the rock” is what I heard, but I soon learned that 

I had completely missed what He meant, I made it all 

about me

• Jesus is the rock and my understanding of that allows 

me to be a simple pebble in His work



I even rebuked Jesus and got up in His face right after this 

and demanded He change the direction for His life

• Matthew 16:21-22 NIV, 21 From that time on Jesus 

began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 

elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 

that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to 

life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

“Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to 

you!”



I even rebuked Jesus and got up in His face right after this 

and demanded He change the direction for His life

• Matthew 16:23-25 NIV, 23 Jesus turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 

to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, 

but merely human concerns.” 24 Then Jesus said to his 

disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will find it.



I was so full of pride I even refused to listen the night 

Jesus was to be betrayed

• Luke 22:31-32 NIV, 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked 

to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, 

Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have 

turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

 Why did He single me out?

 I had no idea what Jesus meant, but I’m strong and 

determined and I can take it, bring it on Satan



I was so full of pride I even refused to listen the night 

Jesus was to be betrayed

• Matthew 26:31-35 NIV, 31 Then Jesus told them, “This 

very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it 

is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of 

the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I have risen, I 

will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

 I guess I thought I was stronger than what the 

Scripture said, or I could alter the plans of God



I was so full of pride I even refused to listen the night 

Jesus was to be betrayed

• Matthew 26:31-35 NIV, 33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall 

away on account of you, I never will.” 34 “Truly I tell 

you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 But 

Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will 

never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the 

same

 But I knew they didn’t mean it, but I did



I tried my best to be strong and brave

• Matthew 26:50-51 NIV, 50 Then the men stepped 

forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, 

one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it 

out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off 

his ear. 

 That will teach them, Peter is in the house and armed

 But Jesus rebuked me and stuck the servant’s ear 

back on

 What am I supposed to do with that?



I tried my best to be strong and brave

• Matthew 26:52-54 NIV, 52 “Put your sword back in its 

place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword 

will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on 

my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more 

than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would 

the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this 

way?”

 I never thought that I was trying to stop what God 

had said must happen or put my place in God’s



My life went spiraling out of control

• Jesus was doing this on purpose

• How could He do this to His ministry, name, to me and 

all the others who had given up everything to follow 

Him?

 That is just so unfair Jesus

• I thought I needed to stay close and at least attempt to 

show Him I was trying keep my word, but I forgot about 

His warning



My life went spiraling out of control

• Luke 22:60-62 NIV, 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know 

what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the 

rooster crowed (for the third time). 61 The Lord turned 

and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered 

the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the 

rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 

62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.

 Why can’t we remember His words before times of 

stumbling?



My life went spiraling out of control

• The sifting from Satan Jesus warned me about became 

a full tornado in my heart, mind, emotions tearing 

everything up

• The full weight of my abandonment/sin came upon me, 

and I was broken as never before

• There was no peace like a river that night, there was no 

joy overflowing that night and I thought, never would 

be again



My life went spiraling out of control

• I believed I was a ruined man without hope, a dead 

man walking

 How could God forgive and accept me again when I 

did this to His Promised Messiah fully knowing who 

He was?

 How could He ever let me in His presence again? I 

wouldn’t if I were Him.

 I now know this was the voice of the Deceiver



I didn’t know what to do but I did remember Jesus said 

He had already prayed for me, and I was to return and 

strengthen the others

• Maybe they didn’t know what I had done, maybe they 

would not turn me away, I really needed them

• I had no idea how I would strengthen them

• It was me who needed forgiveness and strengthened



Once again, we all forgot to listen closely to what Jesus 

had been telling us

• Matthew 16:21 NIV, “From that time on Jesus began to 

explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the 

chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he 

must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

 We were waiting for the Roman guards or the Temple 

police to bust the door down and take us to prison

 Not Jesus rising from the dead



Saturday was the most miserable day in my life, and the 

other disciples

• We were stuck in the house on Saturday being the 

Sabbath, so we had a lot of time to think and do the 

“What ifs”

• How do you start putting your life back together again 

from the pieces are lying on the ground at your feet

• Sunday didn’t start out any better than we heard there 

were some women saying Jesus was alive



Then came Sunday

• Luke 24:1-8 NIV, 1 On the first day of the week, very 

early in the morning, the women took the spices they 

had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the 

stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 

entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two 

men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside 

them.



Then came Sunday

• Well great that’s all we need some grieving, misguided 

women seeing things they only hoped for but there was 

something in them that made me want to check it out 

for myself



Then came Sunday

• One of the women told me the angel they saw wanted 

me to know this message personally

 Mark 16:7 NIV, 7 “But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 

‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 

see him, just as he told you.’”



Then came Sunday

• Don’t forget to tell Peter, don’t leave me out

 Jesus included me with the other disciples

 Why? All I deserved was Jesus’ judgement, but still 

maybe. What did I really know about the work of 

Jesus



Then came Sunday

• John 20 3-10 NIV, 3 So Peter and the other disciple 

started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the 

other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 

5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along 

behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had 

been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still 

lying in its place, separate from the linen. 



Then came Sunday

• John 20 3-10 NIV, 8 Finally the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 

believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture 

that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the 

disciples went back to where they were staying.

• The other disciples were asking, “What does it mean 

Peter?”

 I really didn’t know but we began hearing of others 

who say they had seen Jesus



Then Jesus surprised us all

• Luke 24:36-48 NIV, 36 While they were still talking 

about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.”

 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they 

saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you 

troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 

Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch 

me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, 

as you see I have.”



Then Jesus surprised us all

• Luke 24:36-48 NIV, 40 When he had said this, he 

showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still 

did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he 

asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it 

and ate it in their presence.



Then Jesus surprised us all

• Luke 24:36-48 NIV, 44 He said to them, “This is what I 

told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 

fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 

the Prophets and the Psalms.”

 I was still nervous

 Then Jesus met with me personally and James His 

brother as well

 Paul will tell you this in his writings to the church at 

Corinth



Then Jesus surprised us all

• Luke 24:36-48 NIV, 45 Then he opened their minds so 

they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, 

“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 

from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 

witnesses of these things.



Jesus opened my mind and I finally understood Him and 

the Scriptures

• It had to be this way so God the Father would be 

justified to forgive and accept me

• And joy beyond joy, I finally understood, not everything, 

but I knew I had been forgiven and accepted by God

• Peace and joy overflowing swept over me and for the 

first time, I rejoiced and fully praise God through the 

work of Jesus



Jesus opened my mind and I finally understood Him and 

the Scriptures

• I stand before you today as a witness of these things

• My sinfulness on the night Jesus was arrested and my 

foolish pride, I own it

• My disbelief in the Scriptures and spoken word of Jesus, 

I own it

• The forgiveness and acceptance of God through 

repentance and faith in the finished work of Jesus 

Christ, I own that as well



Jesus opened my mind and I finally understood Him and 

the Scriptures

• I’m here to tell you this morning there is salvation in no 

one else, Acts 4:12 NIV, “Salvation is found in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

mankind by which we must be saved.”

 Then and only then can peace like a river and joy 

overflowing come washing into your life from now 

throughout eternity, even facing death

 Peace Like A River



Let us now worship and praise 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ as never before



Up From The Grave

Up from the grave (2x)

Up from the grave He arose

Took my sins to Calvary’s cross

Took my sins away

He conquered death, hell and the grave

He lives forever more

He’s coming back to claim His own

He’s coming back for me - YEAH



Hymn, “He Lives”, pg. 533



Hymn, “My Savior First of All”, pg. 528



Yes I Will

I count on one thing

The same God that never fails

Will not fail me now

You won't fail me now

In the waiting

The same God who's never late

Is working all things out

You're working all things out

Yes I will, lift You high in the lowest valley

Yes I will, bless Your name

Oh, yes I will, sing for joy when my heart is heavy

All my days, oh yes I will



I count on one thing

The same God that never fails

Will not fail me now

You won't fail me now

In the waiting

The same God who's never late

Is working all things out

You're working all things out

Yes I will, lift You high in the lowest valley

Yes I will, bless Your name

Oh, yes I will, sing for joy when my heart is heavy

All my days, oh yes I will



And I choose to praise

To glorify, glorify

The Name of all names

That nothing can stand against x 4 

Yes I will, lift You high in the lowest valley

Yes I will, bless Your name

Oh, yes I will, sing for joy when my heart is heavy

All my days, oh yes I will



Good Good Father

I've heard a thousand stories 

Of what they think You're like

But I've heard the tender whisper 

Of love in the dead of night

You tell me that You're pleased 

And that I'm never alone

You're a good, good father

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are

And I'm loved by you

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am



I’ve seen many searching for answers far and wide

But I know we’re all searching

For answers only you provide

Cause you know just what we need

Before we say a word

You're a good, good father

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are

And I'm loved by you

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am



You are perfect in all of your ways 

You are perfect in all of your ways 

You are perfect in all of your ways to us

Love so undeniable I can hardly speak

Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think

As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still

As You call me deeper still

Into Love, love love



You're a good, good father

It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are

And I'm loved by you

It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am



Easter Breakfast followed by 

Easter Egg Hunt



TRUE PEACE


