Engulfed- Jude 2

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Maybe it was the deep end of a swimming pool, or
maybe a lake jumping off a boat
• Remember that feeling of being completely and totally
surrounded by the water
• Maybe feeling a bit of squeeze from the water pressure

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Maybe there was a little bit of fear because you were
not a good swimmer and a bit outside of your control
• Maybe trying to float on top of the water so you could
breathe
• Mostly remember the feeling of being totally
surrounded or encompassed by water
• Think of Jonah

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Salvation is a wonderful gift of God the Father through
or because of the cross of Jesus
• The Jews have a wonderful word for the how of
salvation translated atonement
 The satisfaction or extinguishing or blotting out for a
wrong or injury you are guilty of

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• The Jews had a wonderful word translated to
atonement
 It carries the idea of bringing two parties at war
coming to terms allowing peace
 Our sinful, rebellious heart had produced a wrong or
debt between us and God the Father
 God provided a way of atonement to Israel – The Law

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Leviticus 17:11 AMP, “For the life of the flesh (sacrifice)
is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to
make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that
makes atonement, by reason of the life [which it
represents].”
 Atonement was through faith in the provision God
had given

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Isaiah 53:5 NIV, “But he was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by
his wounds we are healed.”
 Once again, atonement is through faith in the
provision God had given

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• 1st Peter 3:18 NIV For Christ also suffered once for sins,
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the
Spirit.

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Atonement is only the beginning of our great salvation
 Micah 7:19b NIV You will tread our sins underfoot
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
 Think of extinguishing a fire by stomping it out or
dropping the weight your sins into the deepest place
in the ocean and letting it settle on the bottom

Remember with me a time when you jumped into a body
of water that was completely over your head
• Our sins are no longer a part of the equation between
God the Father and us
• We are also folded into or engulfed by the
overwhelming depth of God’s love, God’s mercy, and
God’s peace
• Once again, think of Jonah and the large sea creature
God provided to transport him through what he had
earned

Scriptures
• Jude 1 NIV, “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a
brother of James, To those who have been called, who
are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:”
• Jude 2 NIV, “Mercy, peace and love be yours in
abundance.”

Jude 2 AMP, “May mercy and peace and love be
multiplied to you [filling your heart with the spiritual
well-being and serenity experienced by those who walk
closely with God].”
• Upon salvation we are given by God the Father perfect,
complete, and fully encompassing mercy, peace, and
love
• Jude is not saying we will get more mercy, peace and
love the closer we walk to God
• It might feel that way

Jude 2 AMP, “May mercy and peace and love be
multiplied to you [filling your heart with the spiritual
well-being and serenity experienced by those who walk
closely with God].”
• Jude is saying the closer we walk with God the more we
understand and accept the mercy, peace and love God
has already fully supplied to us
 The more we accept it for us
 The deeper we will live our lives through them
 The quicker we will be to distribute them to others

Jude prays they may personally drown in the depths of
God’s mercy, peace, and love
• We already possess God’s mercy, peace, and love
perfectly in Christ Jesus
• It is ours for being in the Kingdom of God
• But we must continue to grow up and mature in Christ
Jesus to deepen our understanding and application to
ourselves and others
• Jude prays for multiplication not addition

Jude prays they may personally drown in the depths of
God’s mercy, peace, and love
• You will never completely understand the fullness of
God’s mercy, peace, and love this side of heaven
• It is more expansive and more wonderful than we finite
humans can grasp

Jude prays they may personally drown in the depths of
God’s mercy, peace, and love
• Psalms 36:5-7, 9 NIV 5 Your love, Lord, reaches to the
heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 6 Your
righteousness is like the highest mountains, your justice
like the great deep. You, Lord, preserve both people and
animals. 7 How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! 9
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see
light.

Have you ever said or thought - I just can’t forgive myself
for what I have done in the past
• Most of us have self-inflicted scars from failures in the
past
• You can forgive others but not yourself?
• You’re just treading on the top of mercy without getting
down into it and being engulfed by it
• God has told us in His word He takes our sins and hurls
them into the deepest, darkest sea never to allow them
to surface again

Have you ever said or thought - I just can’t forgive myself
for what I have done in the past
• It does not mean He doesn’t remember them anymore
 He chooses to never allow them to separate us from
His love and acceptance every again
 Romans 8:1 NIV, “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation (nor evermore) for those who are in
Christ Jesus”

Have you ever said or thought - I just can’t forgive myself
for what I have done in the past
• Philippians 5:13-14 NIV, “13 Brothers and sisters, I do
not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus.”
 How about you allowing yourself the same mercy
God has given you

Have you ever said or thought – Where is the peace that
“passes all understanding” Paul said was available to me
• I’m not or have I ever experienced the peace Paul said
that “passes all understanding”
• We expect this peace to just appear when we first
receive Jesus as Savior, but it is accepting His Lordship
that allows His peace to overcome us
• We must learn to yield to it though the events God
allows in our lives

Have you ever said or thought – Where is the peace that
“passes all understanding” Paul said was available to me
• Philippians 4:4-9 NIV, 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will
say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to
all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Have you ever said or thought – Where is the peace that
“passes all understanding” Paul said was available to me
• Philippians 4:4-9 NIV 8 Finally, brothers and sisters,
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things. 9 Whatever you have learned
or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

Have you ever said or thought – Where is the peace that
“passes all understanding” Paul said was available to me
• Stop treading on the surface of God’s peace and
become fully engulfed by it

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Please understand as a born-again child of God you
have already been blended in the love God the Father
has for His Son Jesus
• You never lose the love God has for you, it is eternal
• What brings about this feeling that God has left you?

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Not understanding the depth of God’s love for you
 1 John 3:1 NIV, “See what great love the Father has
lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are!”
 Can you hear John shouting as he wrote this?
 But Randy, how can I know this to be true?

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Not understanding the depth of God’s love for you
 Romans 5:8 NIV, “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.”

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Not understanding the depth of God’s love for you
 Romans 8:38-39 NIV 38 For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Unrepentant sin
 David’s sin with Bathsheba
 Psalms 32:3-4 NIV, “3 When I kept silent, my bones
wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For
day and night your hand was heavy on me; my
strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Unrepentant sin
 Psalms 32:5 NIV, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you
and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the
guilt of my sin.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Unmet expectations
 We like to put our own ending to events in our lives
when we do not see the beginning to the end
 Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV 8 “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares
the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Unmet expectations
 Habakkuk 1:13b NIV, “Why then do you tolerate the
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
 Jesus’ disciples thought they had Jesus and His
ministry all figured out - Until the cross

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Failing to see yourself as God sees you
 We see ourselves through our failures and/or past
successes
 How do you think Peter felt after denying Jesus three
times?

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Failing to see yourself as God sees you
 Luke 22:59-62 NIV 59 About an hour later another
asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is
a Galilean.” 60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know
what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking,
the rooster crowed.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Failing to see yourself as God sees you
 Luke 22:59-62 NIV 61 The Lord turned and looked
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word
the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And
he went outside and wept bitterly.

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• Failing to see yourself as God sees you
 Mark 16:6-7 NIV 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You
are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place
where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There
you will see him, just as he told you.’”

Have you ever said or thought – I just don’t feel like God
loves me (anymore)
• When it comes to God’s mercy, God’s peace and God’s
love - Jude tells us in vs. 1b NIV
 We have been eternally called by God the Father to
Himself
 We are eternally perfectly loved by God the Father
 We are eternally kept by God the Father for Jesus
Christ

God longs to fill us with His fullness as we walk this life
for His glory
• Ephesians 3:16-19 NIV, “16 I pray that out of his
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ,

God longs to fill us with His fullness as we walk this life
for His glory
• Ephesians 3:16-19 NIV, 19 and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.”
• “20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”

God longs to fill us with His fullness as we walk this life
for His glory
• Focus not on God’s salvation, blessing, mercy, peace,
and love
 Focus not on the things or events of your life
 Focus on the face of God and not His hands
 Psalms 27:8 NIV, “My heart says of you, "Seek his
face!" Your face, LORD, I will seek.”
 And let Him fill you with His mercy, peace and love
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